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September 1, 2020  

  

Dear potential Habitat for Humanity partner,  

Thank you for inquiring about homeownership through Habitat for Humanity. Applications for the 2021 

Winfield home will be accepted between January 1, 2021, and January 31, 2021.  

The Winfield Area Habitat for Humanity Family Selection Committee carries an awesome responsibility 

because Habitat is a people-centered ministry, not merely a house-building organization. When selecting 

families to become homeowners, the committee looks at three criteria. They review applicants’:  1) need for 

adequate housing, 2) ability to pay for the home and expenses, and 3) willingness to partner with Habitat.  

The first criterion, need for adequate housing, includes sub-standard conditions, severe structural problems, 

overcrowding, or having to spend a high percentage of low income on housing. The second criterion, ability 

to pay, includes evaluating applicants’ total household income and amount of debt. Typically, Habitat uses 

25-50% of area median income as income perimeters. The third criterion, willingness to partner, includes 

timely completion of the application process, paying for the insurance and taxes, and fulfillment of the 

sweat equity requirement of working 300 hours on the building of the new home.  

The Family Selection Committee must follow the laws prohibiting discrimination in housing and credit 

transactions. Habitat does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, marital status, familial status, 

national origin, disability, gender, age (but old enough to enter into contracts), or whether or not a person 

receives public assistance.  

In the words of Millard Fuller, co-founder of Habitat, “You want to make wise choices, but you realize that 

perfect families do not exist, only families in great need with great desires to have a decent home. All of 

those families are imperfect, but God loves them all. We are not called to find perfect families. We are 

called to help imperfect families have a better life by getting into a good house. We must be willing to take 

chances.”  

  

Yours truly,   

Mary Jarvis 

 

APPLICATION DUE on or before January 31, 2021, to address above 
  

  

 


